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Fire consumes downtown furniture store 


Cause of blaze, which 
threatened entire 
block, listed by fire 


officials as 


By CHRIS CLOHESSY 
The Post-Record 

Atowering infernorolled through 
aportion of downtown Camas Sun- 
day night, destroying one business 
and damaging two others. 

Crown Home Furnishings was 
gutted in the blaze, while Straub’s 
Funeral Home and Westlie Ford- 
Mercury suffered some fire and 
smoke damage. The three busi- 
nesses encompass a majority of the 
establishments in a square block 
between northeast Third and Fourth 
avenues and Cedar and Birch 
streets, 

The cause of the fire, which was 
reported at approximately 11:15 
p.m., is considered “highly suspi- 
cious” by Camas Fire Department 
officials. Investigation of the inci- 
dent is being handled by staff from 
the Clark County Fire Marshal's 
Office. 

This moming Jonathan Dunaway 
of the fire marshal’s office said the 
investigation is nearly complete. 
“We're hoping somebody who was 
inthe area (when the fire broke out) 
will come forward and talk to us,” 
Dunaway added. 

He also said that it hasn’t been 
determined whether the fire was 
intentionally oraccidentally setina 
dumpster that was up against the 
Cedar Street wall of Crown Home 
Fumishings. Dunaway noted that 
an inspection of the dumpster re- 
vealed no trace of fireworks. 


suspicious 


Camas paramedic/firefighter Jay 
Getsfrid, acting as spokesman Sun- 
day, said that when fire crews ar- 
rived, the flame from the dumpster 
had already spread up and into the 
east wall of Crown Home Fumish- 
ings. 

Getsfrid noted that the first re- 
sponding Camas fire personnel 
immediately called for mutual aid 
from other surrounding fire depart- 
ments. In addition to Camas, per- 
sonnel and equipment responded 
from Washougal; Clark County fire 
districts 1, 5, 6, 9 and 11; and 
Vancouver. Also, personne! from 
James River Corporation’s emer- 
gency response team assisted, and 
Buck Ambulance sent ambulances 
and personnel to the scene. 

A Buck ambulance also trans- 
ported Vancouver firefighter Ron 
Bishop to Southwest Washington 
Medical Center in Vancouver for 
treatment of a minor eye injury. 
Bishop's injury was the only re- 
ported as a result of the fire. 

In all, an estimated 50-60 
firefighters battled the stubborn 
blaze into the early morning hours 
Monday. Once through the east wall 
of the furniture store, fire quickly 
spread to the second floor and 
throughout the structure. 

“It’s such a labor-intensive fire, 
we need lots of bodies 


(firefighters),” Getsfrid said at the 
scene. 
See FIREFIGHTERS page A8 


FIRE DESTROYED Crown 
Home Furnishings in downtown 
Camas late Sunday night. At 
times, flames shot more than 
100 feet above the building 
(top). By Monday, all that was 
left of the furniture store was 
four walls (left). The fire poured 
out all sides of the store (right). 
(Staff photos by Craig and Chris 
Clohessy) 


